Remains of W. P. 325, 


2-8-2, which plunged in- 
to the Feather River last 
November 11. In the 
lower right corner can be 
seen the front of the boiler 








Pacr 2 Toe Wesrern RAILroaneR 


Over the Editor’s Train Sheet 


Well, here we are again with another issue, a little late, 





but we hope it pleas.s you. If not, let us know your wishes. 

Here’s a little mistake that no one caught. We did after 
we had printed the paper, coriected it with a pen, and after 
we had it mailed, we discovered it was still wrong. I refer 
you to the item about the new W. P. 4-6-6-4s and 2-8-8-2s. 
‘Vhrough a purely typographical error we stated that ‘‘the 
other 4 will be numbered 257-569. Now, that is wrong. We 
penned it over to read 257-261. That’s 5 engines. £o please 
note that it should read 257-260 (4-6-6-4s). 

Ye editors are running into a little difficulty rounding up 
enough material for future issues of The Western Railroader. 
You probably all have your pet railroads that you like to gath- 
er information on—information that would be a tedious task 
for us to gather. And we can use that information, if you 
will only spend a few evenings writing for complete informa- 
ton and rosters; then assemble it. You will be given full 
recognition. Witness: the M. & E. T. story in this issue by 
Eric Haldkiar of San Mateo and Al Rose of Modesto. Re- 
member, you make the magazine. 

The title cut on the cover was taken by ‘“Windy’’ Bill 
Darrough on the Southern Pacific narrow gauge in the Ne- 
vada desert about 30 miles south of Mina. The head engine 
was no. 17 and the second was no. 9. It was taken a few 
years ago from the rear step of the combination car on the 
rear of the train. 
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To Our Readers: 5 

We, the staff, wish to announce that beginning 
with this issue, the subscription rate shall be advan- 
ced to forty cents a year. However, those who had 
subscribed at thirty-five cents a year will receive their 
twelve issues. A slightly higher rate will be extended 
to those members of the Northern California Rail- 
road Club than the present one. 

We feel, that in order to maintain the high gqual- 
ity magazine that we have set about to produce, this 
slight increase of a few cents will be necessary. But 
this increase will not near cover the increased cost 
of cuts and paper, so the staff has also deemed it 
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necessary to attempt In carrying advertising. We are 
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also going to run a small classified ad section with 
insertions cCostug one cent a word, five initials 
and/or figures counting as one word, pun@tuation 
not counted. 
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The editor has received a copy of THE Maniresr pub- 
lished by Lloyd Anderson, 315 Dayton Ave., S$. E., Wad- 
ena, Minn. It ts of special interest to those in the Northwest 
but the information contained in it will interest anyone. A 
sample copy may be had by writing to Lloyd Anderson. A 
stamp would be appreciated but is not necessary. 
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The Modesto & Empire Traction Co. 


As told by ALBERT ROSE to ERIC HALDKIAR 


In 1909 the Modesto Interurban Co. started building a 
standard gauge railroad from Modesto to the city of Empire, 
a distance of about five miles. Because of financial difficulties 
it lay idle for almost a year after completion until 1911 when 
it was reorganized as the Modesto & Empire Traction Com- 
pany. The first passenger train made its initial roundtrip on 
November 1, 1911, although some freight cars had been 
brought in a few days previous. The passenger service was 
discontinued however in 1917 or 1918 when the road came 
under the control of the United States Railroad Administra- 
tion. 

Although no proof is available, it is believed on good auth- 
ority that engine number one was an 0-6-0 while number two 





is said to be an old 4-4-0, purchased from the Southern Pac- 
ific. Number three has a rather interesting story behind it. In 
1920 the Central Sofia (a Central American agriculture rail- 
road) ordered a group of locomotives from the American 
Locomotive Company. Upon completion the CS _ refused 
some (or all) of them and Alco was left ‘“‘holding the bag.’’ 
These engines were stored until 1926 when the M&ET 
placed an order. “The Central Sofia engines being about the 
right size, one of them became the number three. As it was 
still a new engine the original builder plates were removed 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Puotos By Ax Rose 
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M&ET (Continued from page 4) 
and ones dated 1926 were substituted. This mogul has 16x24 i 
inch cylinders, 46 inch drivers, and 160 pounds boiler pres- 
sure. It weighs 86,000 pounds, 78,000 of which are on the P 
drivers and 8,000 on the front truck, and exerts 18,200 pounds Z 
tractive force. ‘ 
Number four of the road was an 0-4-0t built by H. K. ; 
Porter Co. in 1907 for the Mammoth Copper Mining Co. : 
and later was owned by the Hutchinson Lumber Co., Feather } 
River Pine Mills, and finally the M&ET. It was not a suc- I 
cess here so it was sold to the Atlas-Olympia Gravel Co., ‘ 
who in turn passed it on to the H. J. Kaiser Co. at Radum, 
where it is today. 
Locomotive number five is an 0-6-0 that originally came 1 
from the State Belt Railroad in San Francisco, where she was 
number three. It was built by Vulcan in 1911. This engine 
has been sold to a bay region company, but not yet delivered. 
Number six is former San Joaquin and Eastern 201, a 
4-6-0, built by Baldwin in 1914. It has 18x24 inch cylinders, 
56 inch drivers, and 180 pounds boiler pressure. There is a 
weight of 86,450 pounds on the drivers, and an additional 
24,500 pounds on the pony truck, making a total of 110,950 
pounds and having a tractive force of 21,240 pounds. , 
For a time the road owned two old Santa Fe 4-6-0s (be- 
fore that they were San Francisco and San Joaquin Valley) 
numbered 309 and 312, however both were scrapped in the A 


summer of 1935. A Hall-Scott gas car, number 10, was also 
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used in the early years of the road, but has since been 
scrapped in Modesto. No information on the above engines 
is available at this time. 

At present the road operates two trains a day between Mo- 
desto and Empire, one in the morning and the other in the 
afternoon. No passenger or freight cars are owned at present, 
although two box cars and one passenger coach were operat- 
ed when the road was first built. “The passenger car is now 
used as a home in Modesto (off its trucks), as is one of the 
box cars. The road has one of the roughest standard gauge 
roadbeds of common carriers in California, barring the Am- 
ador Central, the speed limit on it being fifteen miles per 
hour. About five miles of main line and the same amount of 
siding are operated at present. ‘This line is the only connec- 
tion that the Santa Fe has with the city of Modesto. 


Club News 


The next meeting of the Northern California Railroad 
Club will be held at the home of Bob Wendt, 1238 Carlotta 
Ave., Berkeley, Calif. at 8:00 p. m. “Those members going 
from San Francisco and the peninsula should take the Key 
System ferry at 7:20, hop an H car at the mole, and get off 
at Hopkins St. station. Bob has promised to meet the train. 

Weather permitting, April 10 will be the date of the Pac- 
ic Coast Chapter of R&ILHS’s excursion to Fort Bragg over 
the Northwestern Pacific and California Western. The NW 
P ferry will leave San Francisco at 7:15 a. m. The train will 
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arrive at Fort Bragg at 2 p.m. and leave at 5. Roundtrip fare 
will be $5.05 from San Francisco. Reservations or further 
information can be secured by writing to Gibert Kneiss, 18 
borest Lane, Berkeley, Calif. 

The last run of the San Francisco & Napa Valley RR was 
made Sunday, February 13, 1938. ‘The train, made up of 
wooden motors 43 and 46 and separated by trailer 52, carried 
70 railroad fans. 


This Western Railroad World 


( Northwestern Pacific’s 51, 52, 53, and 54, 4-4-0s, are 


being scrapped or are scrapped by now at Triburon. 


@ The first of the Western Pacific’s new 4-6-6-4s, No. 401, 
is NOW in service out of Elko, Nevada. 





Tue Western Rarroaper is published munthly Jack Gibson 
and Joha Carrick at 118 Mt. Diablo Ave., San Mateo, California, 


Tue Western Raitroaper is the official publication of the Nor- 
thern California Railroad Club. 

Subscription rates: 40 cents a year; special rates to members; 
extra copies 5 cents. 

Articles and contributions welcomed. 

Advertising rates upon request. Classified ad rates: one cent a 
word, five initials and /or figures count as one word, punctuation free. 

Applications to join the N.C. R. R. C. should be sent to 
Francis Guido, 502 N. Claremont, San Mateo, California. 





